Master of Arts in Transformational Urban Leadership (MATUL) Program

TUL500: Writings, Reign and Urban Realities (3 units)

I.  Course Description
This course relates the biblical motif of the kingdom of God to issues of leadership development in resource-poor urban communities.

II.  Relationship to rest of program
This is the program’s “lead” course, setting the stage for thinking Christianly about interventions within slum communities. It features extensive reading, community involvement, writing, and presentation – all oriented toward the acquisition of a theological “frame” for subsequent study.
III.  Student Learning Outcomes
By the end of this course students will be expected to

Cognitive (“Head”)

1.1
Trace the theme of the Kingdom of God through Scripture (Genesis to Revelation) as it relates to social, economic, and environmental justice issues.
1.2
Relate significant passages of scripture to relevant slum themes, including poverty, oppression, social organization, urbanization, modernization, ethnicity, justice, development, transformation, worldview, globalization, debt, and gender relations.

1.3
Demonstrate a critical understanding of key theological issues raised by the authors of assigned texts.

1.4
Describe the “internal culture”—the web of underlying assumptions, operating values, and behavioral norms—of a particular urban institution (e.g. industrial sweatshop, public education, public health, public transportation).  
2.  Affective (“Heart”):

2.1
Provide evidence of a deepening commitment to serving as agents of the kingdom among the urban poor.

3.  Skills (“Head”) 

3.1
Demonstrate the ability to foster “common cause” relationships with community partners (activists, reformers and other co-belligerents) working to constrain unjust urban systems and reshape spheres of social and ecological life in ways that are concordant with God’s purposes. 

3.2
Demonstrate facility in using various media for public presentations. 

IV.  Proposed Activities

1. 
Chapter Presentations

Read one chapter in each of two books and compose an outline of main points; present an oral in-class summary, identifying key questions for discussion; conduct a discussion [30 to 40 minutes].  Supports outcomes 1.1, 1.2, 1.3
2. 
Short Article

Write an article (300 to 500 words) that explores a biblically-informed vision for the “good society.” Relate that vision to one or two key issues in holistic church planting or transformational development suitable for publication in a church or mission magazine. Prepare to read the article to the class for critique and suggestions. Supports outcomes 1.1, 1.2, 1.3

3. 
Issue Analysis 

Identify and analyze a pressing issue within one’s host community in light of the kingdom. What does its sponsoring institution (school, transit system, public health system) exist for in light of the kingdom of God? What intentions are actually reflected in the organization’s priorities, rules, stories, and everyday practices? Do these priorities and practices line up with those of the God’s kingdom? What specific kingdom values or principles (e.g. justice, egalitarian community, love of enemies, honesty, human respect, environmental care, avoiding harm) are being violated? What would this institution look like with the kingdom of God fully realized in it? Supports outcomes 1.1, 1.2
4.
Oral Presentation

Present to the class a proposal that prescribes change based on the issue analysis. The proposal must incorporate the issue interpretations and strategic insights from at least three “common cause” community partners. Use presentational media like PowerPoint, video, overheads, drama, artwork, etc. to communicate the issue description, assessment, and prescription. Supports outcomes 3.1, 3.2

V.  Components of Final Grade:

	Assignment
	Weighting/Points

	1. Reading log
	10 %

10 pts.

	2. Chapter presentations
	10%

10 pts.

	3. Short Article


	20%

20 pts.

	4. Issue Analysis
	40%

40 pts.

	5. Oral Presentation
	10%

10 pts.

	6. Class attendance/participation
	10%

10 pts.

	Total
	100%


Course grade calculated on a 100-point scale as follows: 

100-90 points (A);  89-80 points (B);  79-70 points (C); 69-60 pts (D)

VI.  Proposed Textbooks:
· Bellingham, G. R. (1987). A biblical approach to social transformation. Philadelphia, PA: Eastern Baptist Seminary.

· Glasser, A., Charles van Engen, et al. (2003). Announcing the kingdom. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic.

· Snyder, H. (1997). A kingdom manifesto. Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock Publishers.

VII.  Instructor’s/Library’s Bookshelf (key reference materials for purchase)

· Bellingham, G. R. (1987). A Biblical approach to social transformation. Philadelphia: Eastern Baptist Seminary.

· Glasser, A., & van Engen, C., et al. (2003). Announcing the kingdom. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic.

· Samuel, V., & Sugden, C. (Eds.). (1999). Mission as transformation: A theology of the whole Gospel. Oxford: Regnum Books.

· Snyder, H. (1997). A kingdom manifesto. Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock Publishers (1985 edn. by IVP).


VIII.  Outline of Topics:
	Lecture
	Topic  (30 hours in first week, only some of the second topics in each module will be included)

	1

2
	The Creation Model:  Recovering Relationship with God and Creation

Justice Issues – What are They?

	3

4
	The Exodus Model:  Exploring Liberation and Justice

Defining Global Poverty

	5

6
	The Legal Model:  Commandments and Law as the Foundation for Society

Defining Development

	7

8
	The Equality Model:  Shaping Life in the Promised Land

New Zealand & Bangladesh – a Comparison

	9

10
	The Top Down Model:  A Dialogue with Judges and Kings

Surveying Basic Needs

	11

12
	The Prophetic Model:  Listening to God's Spokespersons

Appropriate Technologies

	13

14
	The Wisdom Model: Learning from Job, David and Solomon

The Colonial Legacy

	15

16
	The Refugee Model:  How to Sing the Lord's Song in a Strange Land

Modernization Theory

	17

18
	The Reconstruction Model:  Rebuilding Jerusalem with Jeremiah

The Marxist Critique

	19

20
	The Messianic Model:  Unpacking the First Testament Vision of the Future

Key Concepts in Development

	21

22
	The Incarnation Model:  Living With the Poor as the Platform for Development

Our Christian Heritage

	23

24
	The Kingdom Model:  Interpreting the Parables of Jesus

Missions and Transformation

	25

26
	The Discipleship Model:  The Training Methods of  Jesus, Paul & Paulo Friere

Religion and Development

	27

28
	The Sharing Model:  Insights into the Dynamics of the Early Church

Development and Environment

	29

30
	The Servanthood Model:  Footwashing and Service in Community Transformation

Development and Debt

	31

32
	The Democratic Model:  Spiritual Gifts in Community Ministries

Development and Population

	33

34
	The Mission Model:  Strategies for Replication and Multiplication

Evaluating Development Programmes

	35

36
	The Holistic Model:  Marrying Evangelism and Social Action

Christian Aid Agencies

	37

38
	The Structural Model:  Church and Parachurch in Social Transformation

The Earth Summit

	39

40
	The Eschatological Model:  Anticipating the New Heavens and New Earth

World Views and Value Change
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